
and seven clubs or seven diamonds, I open
the minor almost always regardless of
strength. With five spades and a six-card
minor I always open the minor, unless I am
playing a club system.

Russ Ekeblad—Admit I usually go with
the “open my longest suit school” but would
make an exception here. If partner is kind
enough to respond with a game-forcing 2§, I
don’t have a problem whether I open 1¨ or
1©. Alas, I must be prepared for the
inevitable 1ª response. 

I would open 1© because it “obeys” my two
favorite principles when it comes to treating
awkward distributions:

1. If I can “move a deuce” (an “x”) and my
bid becomes crystal clear, I move it and open
accordingly. So...I make the deuce of diamonds
the deuce of clubs ªx©5¨5§ xx) and open 1©.

2. If one treatment gives my partner a
much better picture of my distribution with
my first rebid than an alternative treatment, I
choose the one which best describes the
hand. In this problem: If I open 1¨ and part-
ner bids 1ª, I MUST rebid 2¨ as the hand is
not remotely worth 2©. Partner now knows I
have at least six diamonds but little else
except I likely don’t have four clubs.

If I open 1© and rebid 2¨, partner knows
nine of my cards for sure. So, the math (six vs.
nine) points to opening 1©. I would do the
same whether matchpoints or IMPS.

Zeke Jabbour—I would open 1©. The 5-6
heart-diamond hand poses a problem unique
to that combination. I would want to hold a
hand that is strong enough to compete to the
five-level. I would like an extra three HCP
in each suit. The missing black suits suggest
that the auction may advance rapidly and
spades are high. I would, of course, bid other
two-suited combinations differently, but
heart-diamond five-sixes I would almost
always open 1©.

There are some experts who always open
their longest suit.

Dan Gerstman—I open this hand 1¨. No
problem. The question should be how much
worse do the diamonds have to be to treat it

The MARYLAND BRIDGE ASSOCIATION 

presents

the BALTIMORE
SUPERBOWL SECTIONAL
at a NEW Location: The PIKESVILLE HILTON
1726 Reisterstown Road, Pikesville, MD 21208 * 410-653-1100

Directions from North and South: Take exit 20 from 695 toward Pikesville. You will
be on Reisterstown Road going south. The Hilton will be immediately on your right.
Turn right at the light on to their parking lot and we will see you at the game!

Our New Schedule! ...Including: Pre-dealt Hands, BridgeMates and
a Free Lecture & Game Analysis for Novices after Saturday Morning Game

FRIDAY, February 3
Stratified Trophy Pairs: 0-1000, 1000-2000, 2000+ MPs  . . . . . . . . . . . .1 pm
Stratified Senior Pairs: 0-500, 500-2000, 2000+ MPs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 pm

NLM Stratified Pairs: 0-5/20/50/100/200/500 MPs  . . . . .1 pm
Stratified Combined Pairs: 0-1000, 1000-2000, 2000+ MPs 7 pm
Triple Nickel Swiss: (5 rounds, 5 boards, 5 minutes a board) 7 pm

SATURDAY, February 4
Stratified Pairs: 0-1000, 1000-2000, 2000+ MPs  . . .10 am & 3 pm

Stratified Senior Pairs: 0-500, 500-2000, 2000+ MPs10 am & 3 pm
NLM Stratified Pairs:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 am & 3 pm
0-5/20/50/100/200/500 MPs, 2 single session games

SUNDAY, February 5
Stratified Swiss Teams by average of total MPs  . . .10:00 am - Playthru
NLM Swiss Teams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 am & 2:00 pm
0-20/50/100/200/500 MPs, 2 single session games
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GENERAL CHAIR
Patricia Wilson
(410) 825-7579

SECTIONAL
CO-CHAIRS
Doug & Vi Saxe
(410) 560-3297
& Toni Rosenblatt
(410) 683-2247

Surprises!

Go for the Goal!


